Everence stewardship
education guide
Recommended resources at Everence.com/stewardshipeducation

Inspiring and educating ourselves about how to integrate our faith values and finances is often a neglected,
but necessary, step to help us advance on our faith journeys. The learning process itself gives us creative
time to sit back and think about how we can truly live out what we believe. The guide is designed to help
make that learning step easier for your congregation.
You can learn about and access these resources at Everence.com/stewardshipeducation. Many resources
can be downloaded free of charge unless otherwise indicated.

For adults

Headline 24/26 Frutiger 45

Week 1

But it’s only a story
Why Jesus told stories about money
and why we should too

What to expect
People remember stories. Maybe that’s why Jesus spoke often in story and why his followers wrote stories about Jesus
and his conversations with people. Stories connect us regardless of our age, gender or culture. Even short stories are
effective. In “the pearl of great value,” (Matthew 13:44-46) it was all said in a sentence. Each word and phrase moved
the story forward in time – efficiently and effectively.
One of Jesus’ most popular themes in his story telling was money and possessions – 16 of 38 parables told by Jesus
focus on this subject. Other stories written in the gospels covered this topic as well. The only subject spoken about in the
Bible more than money is the kingdom of God. Over 2,300 passages in the Scriptures (Old and New Testament) address
stewardship topics. Compare this to 50 passages about baptism, 200 passages about faith, and 700 passages about love.
So when was the last time you heard a good story in church about money and faith, or participated in a Sunday school
lesson about money – other than discussing the problems you may be having with meeting the congregation’s giving
plan? This study is intended to help us talk about a subject that is easy to avoid and yet is too important to ignore. If
you participate in small group discussions, you will be encouraged to tell your own stories and listen to the stewardship
adventures of others.
This concept of dwelling in the Word is based on revisiting a common text several times in succession. The following are
four weeks of material with five short devotional lessons per week using the “dwelling in the Word” approach to Bible
study. From the vast number of themes that could be highlighted we have selected the following topics: 1) My stewardship story; 2) Stories of wealth; 3) Stories of greed; and 4) Stories of giving. At the end of each set of devotionals is a
discussion guide designed to be used in a small group or Sunday school class setting. We hope you find this experience
of revisiting a common text enriching as you draw new meanings from the passages during each of the five days.
I want to acknowledge the work of Patricia Burdette, whose writings in Your Treasure, Your Heart (Harrisonburg, Va.,
Faith and Life Resources, 2008) were commissioned by Mennonite Women USA and Mennonite Women Canada and
which have been used by permission of the Mennonite Publishing Network. We also acknowledge the use of personal
stories that have been borrowed from the Generosity Project of Mennonite Church USA and used with permission.
For information on other stewardship education resources go to Everence.com.
– Beryl Jantzi, director of stewardship education

1

Everence | But it’s only a story

Creating a budget
How to align your money with your true needs and values

But it’s only a story (Free download)
People remember stories. Maybe that’s why Jesus told stories. Talking about money
is uncomfortable, but stories can spark discussion on this important topic at your
church. This four-session curriculum is designed to help people approach and talk
about money, which can encourage better thinking and decisions.

Creating a budget that speaks your values (Free download)
This basic primer on how to track expenses and create a budget can be used by
individuals or as a small group curriculum. Also, a fillable Excel-based worksheet is
available to customize a budget to your own personal situation.

Empowering the patient: How to reduce the cost of healthcare and
improve its quality
This book by Glen E. Miller, a Mennonite doctor, offers guidance on how to gain
more control over your medical decisions and care. Book must be purchased.
(Dog Ear Publishing, 2009)

Living more with less, 30th anniversary edition
This revised and enhanced classic focuses on simple living from an Anabaptist
perspective. Book must be purchased. (Herald Press, 2009)

2120246

Living stewardship series: Creation care, Time warped, Talent show, Body talk,
and Money mania
This series of books allow you to delve deeply into specific stewardship topics:
creation, time, talent, health and money. Free handouts on each book are available
through your church relations representative. Books must be purchased.

Making your wishes known

Introduction: your final acts
of love and stewardship
No one enjoys thinking about death,
especially their own. But the reality is
that, sooner or later, all of us will face
the end of our lives. For Christians,
this is a transition to eternity. For some
people, death also means a release
from pain and suffering.
For your loved ones, though, the
end-of-life process can begin a series
of difficult decisions about medical
treatments, funeral preparations and
financial transactions. And, if you have
a young family or other dependents,
your death can also be a traumatic
experience and lead to enormous
consequences for them.
Taking time now to think about the end
of life will make those decisions much
easier for those you care about – in
fact, how you prepare for life’s end can
be your final act of kindness and love
toward them.
God has entrusted all of us with life –
a physical body to care for – and with
material possessions. Arranging ahead
of time for how your body will be
treated at life’s end and what happens
to your property and assets is your final
act of stewardship of God’s gifts to you.

Making your wishes known (Free download)

If you don’t decide,
who does?
Whether or not you make your wishes
known ahead of time, decisions will
need to be made if you have a serious
accident or illness before death – and
definitely after you die. Someone may
decide what type of final medical
treatment you receive. Someone will
decide about your funeral and burial. If
you die without a will, state laws and
regulations will decide how to dispose
of your money and other possessions.
More importantly, if you and your
spouse die, leaving young children or
other dependents, the state can decide
custody and determine who provides
their care. Making your wishes known
now can significantly aid those who will
make these and other decisions for you.

Final preparations not
just for older adults
We often think end-of-life issues
are only relevant to people of an
advanced age. And typically, these
issues are especially important as we
age. However, everyone benefits when
people make their final wishes known
in advance.

A series of guides on estate planning: wills, trusts, advance directives and preparing
for death. The Personal financial affairs directory is a fillable PDF that helps organize
your personal financial information when it is needed most.
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The power of enough: Finding contentment by putting stuff in its place
Lynn Miller’s best-selling book has been revised and expanded to include three
chapters about planning for the future. Also included are updated financial calculators. Strengthening Lynn’s original work, this book points us toward personal contentment as we learn to put stuff in its proper context. Book must be purchased.

Stewards of Grace

Stewards of grace (Free download)

Working in community – growing in service

This is a free e-book and curriculum on holistic stewardship which was written by
Beryl Jantzi, Everence stewardship education director.
Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another
with whatever gift each of you has received. – 1 Peter 4:10 (NRSV)

For church
leaders

30 days of generosity (Free download)
A four-week devotional guide designed to help church members move toward a fuller
sense of what stewardship can mean for one’s Christian faith journey. A leader’s guide
is available through your church relations representative.

Congregational stewardship resource manual (Free download)
This manual is a new guide for church treasurers, pastors and other church leaders
on how to address a wide range of financial and stewardship decisions in your
congregation.

For youth

Financial foundations: Stewardship curriculum for high school students
(Free download)
This curriculum is an extended version of Money matters for youth (see below) with
45 sessions for high schools or home school settings.

Money matters for youth (Free download)
Money matters for youth is a Sunday school and small group curriculum to teach
money from a stewardship perspective to high school youth.

Three key questions and what’s God got to do with it? (Free download)
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The first curriculum is directed toward middle-school youth and the second toward
high school students. Both focus on a few basic money management principles expressed in the popular book for adults, Three simple rules. (Micah Institute: 2003)

